
  

 

 

 

 

Restaurant, Shopping, Culture & Amusement Guide 

Please refer to the accompanying coloured map 

 

Shopping 

11 is the Prince Bishop’s centre, containing Boots, H&M, New  Look, etc 

 

At 12 you’ll find the Market Place: the Indoor Market is well worth wandering round, and  

Marks & Spencers and Tesco are just down Silver Street. 

 

D is the Gates centre, nothing terribly interesting in here… but being redeveloped now 

 

There are no real department stores in Durham – the best solution is to take the train to 

Newcastle. It’s great. Alternatively, there’s the enormous Metro Centre at Gateshead, which 

is more easily reached by car – but avoid Christmas unless you like traffic queues. 

Durham does however have some very interesting little shops, mostly around Silver Street 

and its adjunct on the riverside, Fowlers Yard, at 14. 

 

 

Ice Cream Shops 

Yes, these are important (to us, anyway!) 

 

M  Chapters, Elvet Bridge, top floor - a great range of flavours and presentations as you’d 

expect from a bona fide ice cream parlour 

 

7 Capriccio, Saddler Street (the cafe underneath it, anyway), decent gelato but someone 

needs to put labels on the offerings in the refrigerated display! 

 

11 Thornton’s, Prince Bishop’s centre, the confectionery firm’s usual reliable offering 

 

 

Restaurants 

A close inspection of Durham will reveal a few more than we have listed; we have left out 

most of the ‘chain’ restaurants. Those listed are the ones we tend to visit regularly, for 

dinner, after 20+ years of diligent research. It’s wise to book for Friday and Saturday nights 

in most of them. 

 

If you’re vegetarian, or vegan, a recent survey highlighted Cellar Door, Shaheens, Zen, Spice 

Lounge and The Capital as particularly V-friendly, but most of the list below will be helpful. 

The only ones you might not want to walk to have the distance in miles shown. 

Moonlight Apartment 

Durham Oasis  

Apartment 



 

British, or shall we say Cosmopolitan 

 

K  Bill’s, Saddler Street, wide range of tasty dishes in a historic building; they’re even open 

for breakfast if you need that! 

https://bills-website.co.uk/restaurants/durham 

0191 386 7672 

 

K  Cellar Door, Saddler Street, is the basement underneath the ‘Jack Wills’ shop, so you’ll 

need to spot the entrance. Good food at reasonable prices, and a pleasant view of the river 

from the back terrace. Very accommodating for those with particular dietary needs, and a 

firm favourite with us. 

http://www.thecellardoordurham.co.uk 

0191 383 1856 

 

M  Chapters / Restaurant 17, Elvet Bridge, a daytime eatery and bar on the ground floor, 

and an evening restaurant below. Good people-watching from the window seats upstairs. 

Attentive staff and at least one dish which includes a bit of Black Pudding, which is good in 

our book. 

http://restaurant17.co.uk 

0191 384 9050 

 

N  Tango, Elvet Bridge, mostly a Burger Bar, but a good one: seating outside during decent 

weather. Very convenient to struggle back to Apartment. 

http://www.tangodurham.co.uk 

0191 384 0096 

 

R  Duke of Wellington, A167, it’s a pub, but if you want pub food with chips this is the best 

place for it.   

(1 mile) 

0191 383 6961 

 

S  Seven Stars Inn, Shincliffe (A177), traditional pub with restaurant which goes well beyond 

pub food. Excellent service, hard to resist eating too much from an imaginative menu. 

(2 miles) 

http://www.sevenstarsinn.co.uk 

0191 384 8454 

 

U  Finbarr’s, Aykley Heads – high quality British food in a popular and cosy venue which was 

originally a farmhouse.  

(1 mile) 

http://www.finbarrsrestaurant.co.uk 

0191 307 7033 

 

V  Restaurant DH1, The Avenue, rear of Farnley Tower Hotel - dishes which aim for 

excitement and surprise, although they only seem to offer a fixed tasting menu now – so 

not for everyone! Heavily booked for Saturdays. 

http://www.restaurantdh1.co.uk 

0191 384 6655 

  

W  Gadds Town House, Old Elvet, this is particularly good with an imaginative menu, and 

pleasant views from a comfortable and atmospheric dining room. 

http://www.gaddstownhouse.com/eat 

0191 384 1037 
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Italian 

G  Bistro Italiano, Claypath, intimate and friendly, they don’t take their reservations system 

too seriously. Good fish and meat dishes. Staffed by real Italians (or they do a very good 

impersonation), and even Spag Bog done properly. 

http://bistro-italiano.co.uk 

0191 383 0374 

 

K  Zizzi, Saddler Street, combines a tempting pizza menu with the whole range of other 

Italian meat, fish and veg dishes in an ancient property which is even bigger than it looks 

from the outside. 

https://www.zizzi.co.uk/italian/restaurants/durham/saddler-street 

0191 386 7672 

 

L  Pizza Express, Saddler Street, in an impressive high-ceilinged room which distinguishes it 

from others in this chain. 

https://www.pizzaexpress.com/durham 

0191 383 2661 

 

Q  Bella Mama, Neville’s Cross, bit further out but reliable food and reasonable prices for 

the less exotic items on the menu, in pleasant surroundings. (1 mile) 

http://bellamammadurham.co.uk 

0191 370 9922 

 

7 Spagghetata, Market Square, upstairs, very good value: free garlic bread with bottle of 

house wine. Only disadvantage is you won’t then manage your pizza! There’s no booking 

system, so be prepared for a bit of queuing at busy times. Bar even further upstairs. 

http://www.fabiosdurham.com 

0191 383 9290 

 

7 Capriccio, Saddler Street, get the table in the end window for a panoramic view as it’s all 

upstairs. Always good food, and a wide range of traditional dishes. 

http://www.capriccioristoranteitaliano.co.uk 

0191 370 9550 

 

S  Oro at The Pump House, A177, well worth the excursion – a beautifully converted water 

pumping station with a decent menu. (2 miles) 

http://www.oro-thepumphouse.com 

0191 384 0832 

 

Indian 

J  Shaheens, North Bailey, in what used to be the Post Office. Inexpensive house wine by the 

flagon; attracts students.  

http://www.shaheensdurham.co.uk 

0191 386 0960 

 

7 Spice Lounge, Market Place (alley to left of Church), small yet comfortable and stylish.  

http://spiceloungedurham.com/ 

0191 383 0927  

 

Shares its menu (and probably its staff) with: 

 

F  The Capital, Claypath, particularly interesting Duck dishes. Always fairly busy, but 

welcoming – they’ve never turned us away when we land without a reservation. 

http://capitalindian.co.uk 

0191 386 8803 
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Thai, or thereabouts 

C  Fat Buddha, Millennium Place, very comfortable couches in the bar area downstairs make 

any wait for your table a pleasure, extensive range of far eastern dishes. Can get a bit noisy 

during serious drinking hours. Crispy shredded things are what we like best. 

http://www.fatbuddharestaurant.com 

0191 383 1390 

 

T  Zen, Court Lane, modern and welcoming, very relaxing atmosphere, useful lunch menu. 

Outside enclosed patio area for almost-open-air eating and drinking; orange blankets 

supplied in winter. .. it’s better inside! 

Easy to stay longer than you intended. Popular at lunchtime, as well, and very convenient! 

http://www.zendurham.co.uk 

0191 384 9588 

 

H  Nadon Thai, Crossgate St, an enormous range of dishes in modern surroundings. 

http://www.nadonthai.co.uk 

0191 374 1157 

 

Mexican 

C  Chiquitos, Millennium Place, the usual welcoming smell of sizzling hotplates and chilli. 

http://www.chiquito.co.uk/restaurant/durham-walkergate 

0191 370 6470 

 

 

Spanish 

K  La Tasca, Saddler Street, pleasant atmosphere and bigger than it looks from the outside; 

gets busy. A good range of well-cooked dishes. 

http://www.latasca.co.uk/durham 

0845 126 2958 

 

N  Tapas Factory, Elvet Bridge, less industrial than it sounds and a tempting selection of 

tapas; wine a bit expensive for the style of restaurant... 

https://www.tapasfactory.co.uk/ 

0191 384 5578 

 

 

Lebanese 

  Akarsu, Silver Street, opposite M&S – a pleasant dining room upstairs serving very 

appetising grilled meat as well as everything else from the region (Middle East that is, not 

Durham) 

0191 383 0292 

 

 

Turkish 

J  Lebaneat, North Bailey, good value, great range of tempting dishes, so popular with 

students. 

http://www.lebaneat.co.uk 

0191 384 6777 

 

 

Chinese 

We may be mistaken, but we don’t know of a good Chinese restaurant in the City which isn’t 

a take-away or a horrible buffet restaurant. Sorry. Recommend Brighton instead for that!
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Culture and Amusement – the Other Things on the map 

You’ll find brochures and programmes for these in the Apartment. Here’s the summary by 

location: 

 

  1 Durham Cathedral. Big.  

 

  2 Durham Castle. Guided tours only, wander up and peer at the signs for details. 

 

  3 Museum of Archaeology – next to the river. 

 

  4 Durham Light Infantry Museum. Some interesting war memorabilia. 

 

  5 Oriental Museum. Good value if you’re feeling oriental. 

 

  6 Heritage Centre. Housed in historic church, includes brass rubbing if you want. 

 

  8 Botanic Gardens. Good for a picnic in the summer, or just take a bottle of wine… 

 

  9 Houghall Gardens. Gardeners only admitted. 

 

10 Crook Hall. Haunted medieval hall & gardens. Check opening times, 0191 384 8028 

 

11 Boats. Row yourselves, or let the Prince Bishop’s diesel engine do the work 

 

13 Gala Theatre and (small) Cinema  

 

13 Freemans Quay Leisure Centre, complete with Gym, Swimming Pool, etc at river level 



 


